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President 's Notebook
By Lisa McCabe, President

It is a busy and exciting time in our 
neighborhood; lots of changes in our 
area with new buildings and houses and 
a construction project to start early next 
year at B-CC High School. 

It?s a great t ime to invest in your 
neighborhood by being involved with 
EBCA. I am halfway through my two-year 
term as EBCA President and have 
enjoyed meeting people and seeing 
neighbors at the park clean-up, yard sale 
and Labor Day picnic.  As always, I also 
look forward to seeing a good (and scary) 
crowd at the  Halloween Parade. 

I am happy to report the formation of a 
new EBCA committee to study traff ic 
issues in the neighborhood. We all know 
this is a great place to live, and in order 
to help keep our sense of community 
alive, we need neighbors who are will ing 
to take part. Please consider getting 
involved with EBCA. We are always 
looking for Executive Committee 
members; we currently have a vacancy 

for a Social Chair. We have a great group 
of people involved with EBCA on the 
Executive Committee and I am honored to 
serve with them.

Membership has increased this year, 
which is great!  Don?t forget to renew, 
which you can conveniently do at the 
Halloween Parade.

Montgomery County police off icer 
Oliver Janney spoke at our most recent 
General Membership meeting and 
imparted some good advice. He reminded 
us that if  you see something out of the 
ordinary in the neighborhood to please 
report it to the police. 

The police non-emergency line is 
301-279-8000. Car break-ins are the 
number one crime in East Bethesda. 
Please be sure to lock your doors, as 
police are tell ing us that many thefts are 
from unlocked cars. Finally, keep an 
outside light on, be sure to stop your 
papers and mail when you travel and stay 
safe!

A new EBCA traff ic committee was 
established in September to help 
identify, address, and solve traff ic issues 
that adversely affect East Bethesda 
residents.

The committee was init ially formed to 
tackle concerns raised to the EBCA Board 
regarding the challenges of getting in 
and out of East Bethesda at Wisconsin 
Ave, which are expected to worsen given 
the construction activity along this 
corridor.     

Co-led by Glenbrook Village resident 
Andrew Forsyth and EBCA Executive 
Committee Member Melissa Groman,  the 
new committee consists of 8 - 10 
neighbors who seek to establish an 
effective partnership with state and 
county transportation representatives, 
local polit icians and businesses, and 
other stakeholders to resolve the 
community's most pressing traff ic 
problems. 

At present, these issues include 
blocked intersections, cut-through traff ic, 
and speeding along residential streets, 
but we will actively seek community 
input on the key challenges and also 
potential solutions.  

The committee held its init ial meeting 
on September 22nd and provided a brief 
update about its planned activit ies at the 
EBCA meeting on September 23rd.  It will 
seek input from and share updates with 
community residents If  you would like to 
join the committee, or share comments or 
ideas, please send an email to 
traff ic@ebca.org.

New Neighborhood 
Traf f ic Commit tee  

By Melissa Groman

Mark your calendar for the EBCA Annual Halloween Parade on Sunday, October 25th 
starting at 2:00 pm. We will meet at Chase Park (corner of Chase Avenue and Tilbury 
Street) to parade down Chase Avenue to Lynbrook Park. Grab your costume and join 
your neighbors. Current EBCA members will receive tickets allowing them to get a 
trinket from the EBCA Halloween bag. There will be no treats this year so bring a snack 
if  parading makes you hungry. 

As always, we can?t have this fun without volunteers.  If  you would like to volunteer 
at the ticket booth or grab bag table, please contact Lisa McCabe at social@ebca.org. 
You will also have the opportunity to join or renew your EBCA membership for 2016 
membership year..

Hal loween Parade Coming Up:
Sunday, October 25th, 2 p.m.



Neighborhood News

Bethesda Plan:  The Montgomery County Planning 
Department released a draft of the Bethesda Plan this past 
summer which was followed by a number of public hearings, 
during which several East Bethesda residents testif ied. The next 
step for the project is a series of work sessions with the 
Planning Board which will take place over the next few weeks, 
concluding on November 12. The Planning staff  will then go 
back and make revisions to the plan in anticipation of a series 
of public meetings on same early in 2016. 

EBCA Membership 
Membership in EBCA is up this year but we need your 

support! Unsure whether your membership is current?  Drop an 
email at membership@EBCA.org. Ready to join or renew? 
Please follow the instructions on the ebca.org website. You can 
renew by mail or online via the website using PayPal.

www.EBCA.org 

Purple Line: Governor Hogan this summer expressed support 
for the Purple Line project.  He instructed the Maryland Transit 
Administration to move forward with the public private (P3) 
bidding process (proposals due at the end of the year) and the 
MD Congressional Delegation to pursue federal funding for the 
project. He also cut the amount of funds the state of MD will 
contribute to the project, but indicated that with the project 
cost savings he was proposing, that the funding should not be a 
problem.  The questions regarding whether, in fact, there is 
adequate funding will continue to dog the project for the 
foreseeable future. In the meantime, the Governor made 
changes to the project that will make it a "Chevy," rather than a 
"Cadillac." Notably, the trains will not run as frequently, station 
art work has been eliminated, the amount of glass used at 
station will be reduced and landscaping will be cut back. All 
together, he believes savings will cut approximately $200-250 
mill ion from the project costs.  

The P3 contractors will be required to establish advisory 
groups made up of cit izens along certain stretches of the 
right-of-way. The section that will include East Bethesda runs 
from the tunnel downtown to Jones Bridge Road, and will 
therefore cover a lot of ground. Stay tuned for additional 
details.

Purple Line & Bethesda Plan Updates 
By Andy O?Hare



Fall 2015

For the past year, a group of East Bethesdans have been 
working to beautify the bike path between South Chelsea Lane 
and Chestnut on Maryland Avenue. So far the path has been 
repaved, attractive traff ic barriers have been installed, over one 
ton of debris and invasive trees and brush have been removed, 
and fences have been repositioned to allow neighbors full 
access to the public space along the path.  The group is working 
to f inalize a landscape plan, and will soon be seeking funds and 
volunteers to help with the planting.  To get involved or to fund 
the planting of a tree or bush, please contact Holly Elwood at 
holly_elwood@yahoo.com.

Additionally, The Montgomery County Department of Parks is 
considering the installation of a water station on the side of the 
rec center at Lynnbrook Park. This will provide refreshment in a 
fountain, bottle spigot and dog bowl and will cut down on 
bottle litter. More info to come.

Labor Day Wrap-Up
We had a great turn out for the EBCA Annul Labor Day picnic at 
Lynbrook Park. EBCA gives a big thank you to local l realtor, 
Brittany Barsky, who donated 100 scoops of delicious Orange 
Cow ice cream. Lots of fun was had by all with face painting, a 
balloon artist and magic show. Thank you to our volunteers who 
made the event a success.

Bike Path Beaut if icat ion & 
Local  Parks Plans

Q&A with New B-CC Principal  

 Dr. Donna Redmond Jones
Q: What are you looking forward to most this school year?

 A: I'm most looking forward to getting to know the students, 
staff  and community. By visit ing classrooms, talking to students 
in the hallways and during lunch and by going to school events, 
I am able to hear from students and see them doing what they 
do best.  It takes time to get to know students when there are 
2008 of them, but I do my best to interact throughout the day. 
I'm able to get to know the staff  by meeting with them 
one-by-one.  

Q: What are your top priorit ies for BCC short term and long 
term?  

A: I will continue to ref ine a shared vision for the school as I 
continue to get to know students, staff  and families.  As a 
starting point and based upon what I have been able to learn 
since the summer, my priorit ies can be remembered with the 
acronym, "ABC."  First, I want to ensure that all students access 
the opportunities available at our school. Next, even though we 
have 2008 students (500 of whom are freshman), I want to 
ensure that every student has a sense of belonging at our 
school.  Finally, I want to focus on collaboration. 

Q: What was your most memorable High School moment? 

A:  One of the most memorable moments was being elected 
Junior Class President. I went on the next year to be the student 
body (SGA) president, but winning the junior class election was 
most memorable because I had lost a hard fought election the 
year prior for the presidency of the sophomore class.

Q: Do you remember your favorite teachers name and the 
subject they taught? 

A:  Coach Donahue was one of my favorites, and he was my 
psychology teacher.  He had a great sense of humor...very 
feisty...and had great insights about human nature...he really 
made us think. 

Q: What was your favorite subject in High School?  

A:  English and psychology were my favorites, and those were 
my majors in college.

Q: What is your favorite thing about the East Bethesda 
Neighborhood? 

A:  I love its convenience to great restaurants and a number of 
cultural arts options.

Q: Which super power would you like to have? 

A:  Invisibil ity (to understand people's true character...what they 
do when no one is looking)

Interview courtesy of Brittany Barsky.




